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Introduction

Peaple who are fascinated by the variety af animals and plants in the world
around them don't have to travel to distant places or rely entirely on prini-
ed or transmitted images to get acquainted with a myriad of creatures of
all sizes and shapes. In every part of the United States, a person can
observe and study the ways of life of creatures varied in form and function,
simply by stepping out of the house into the backyard, or strolling to a local
park. Among them are birds, mammals—mcludmg rodents—snakes,
insects, spiders, frogs and toads, and worms.

Some of the creatures and plant life depicted in Baekyard Nature
Coloring Book are familiar to most people who live in Narth America.
They can be seen in Ty of the rﬂv states of the United States, at least
dunng part of the year, Most of the widespread and numerous species
shown in their t}'plcal habitats have similar-looking close relatives in other
parts of the country, By using a field guide or an illustrated manual of
plants, anyone can get familiar with the ccloration of the unimals and
plants shown in the 42 drawings. The same guides can help identify
other plants that grow in local backyards, and the many kinds of animals
that fly, erawl, hop, slither, or burrow in the wicinity.

Hmckyurd Nature Coloring Book offers ghmpses of how humans’ back-
yard neighbors—whether they are active by day or by night—get their
fﬂo{l build their homes, and cure for their youg Mo matter what the eli-
mate or the season, something is growing and moving around in every

cuhic inch of every backyard!
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Duzens of varieties of garter smakeg live in North America. lakes. Female garter snakes wsually gve .hsrth to at least 5
Some prefer relatively dry areas, such as meadows and fields, young at a time, and some species give birth to 60 or more.
while others live at the :-;Jgt-s of marshes, streams, ponds, or The snake seen here has mule a rock garden its home,

L1
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A pait of northern cardinals, the female at the left and the
male at the right, are visiting a feeder during the snow sea-
son. Cardinals are e-zu.n;:l.l}.- MEQJEI'IIZE'J.'I hecanze they have a crest
atop their heads mul a red beak. Males are red all over, except
for a black face. Females are buff-brown or buff-olive in

color, with some red on the wings, tail, and crest. Comrmon in
the eastern United States and Canada, cardinals do not
migrate to a warm climate in winter Suburban gardens are
among the places where they live.
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The whitetail deer, also known as the Virginia deer, is
parmed for its [t‘hl.'mfly f{mg. thick tail, which is white on the
underside, It is the largest deer in North America. Whitetails
like to live in open brushy areas, as well as in forests and
swamps. A hrowser that eats twigs, shrubs, grass, herbs,

4

fungi, aned aeoms, the whitetail deer will eat p!unts in young
archards, farm ficlds, vegetable gardens, and even suburban
vards, The two shown lieve gotten into a vegetahle pateh near
a home
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Garden spiders, alse known as cross spidess, have bodies smaller spots and bars. These spiders live in city and suburban
hrowmish-orange in color, Their Inr%-.:mk durker because they gardens, between houses and shrubs. Each night they spin a

have brown bands. The spiders back has a row of silvery, new orb-pattern web. This spiderweb is on a forsythia bush.
dhigmuond-shaped spots, sonne dark-hrowan bands, and various

o
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The Japanese beetles hewd and the fore part of its body are damages the leaves wd fruil of many plants. The beetles

a bright metallic green; the rear parts are brownish or reddish shown here are om a rose blossom. Within the circle at the
orange. This beetle was introduced into North America by lower right is a beatle grub, shown underground. Japanese
accident in 1916, lnashipun-ent rJI'Iﬂ[I'I.‘.'E'rHH!fN:iIIIERN‘tEd from beetle larvae foed on the mots of FY4ssSES, "Egﬂ‘tﬂblﬁﬁ. and
}HImll It is considersd o be a e F{“.ud.en pest, as it TIITSETY [J|'=LTL|‘-'$-

i
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The Virginia opossum or common opossum 15 found deacd when it fears an attack. This coarse-furred animal has a

throughont the eastern United States and in southern long, scaly. prehensile tail. The opossum is the onby marsupi-
Omntario in Canada. A nocturnal creature that climbs trees al (a mammal that ecarries ils vouny in a pouch) that lives
well, it likes to live in woodlands and farmbands. Fruits, veg north of Mexico, Here a female ApaEs i3 shorwny with her
etables, and insects are parts ol its diet. The phrase “plaving voung, Two litters, from each of which 6-9 young opassum
possum” refers to this creature’s defense of pretending to be usually develop in the pouch, are bom each year.

7
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The female praying mants 15 green and the male 85 tan or
vellowish brown. Both have a trangular head, compound
eves, and delicate antennse. This insect, introduced from
southern Europe by secident in 1889 as a “hitchhiker” on
01T ilrlpm'ledp:urmry plants, was welecomed as a possible
means to reduce the growing population ef gypsy moth cater

B

pllars, which were damaging plants in the eastern United
States. [Mowever, because the female praying mantis often
eats the male after mating, and praying mantis nymphs often
eat each other, these mantises naally ane not wemeroos
enough to keep caterpillar pests under control. This praving
mantis is perched on a petunia blossom,
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Either the Eastern ar the Western species of box turtle is
found In many parts of the United States, including the east-
em and north-central states, along the Gulf Coast, and in the
Southwest, and also lives in northwest Mexico, Box turtles eat
insects, earthworms, berries, froit, and fungi, among other
things. The Eastern box turtle has a shell that is brown to
olive in color, with irregular yellow markings. Four suhe

species vary in coloration and markings. The male Western
bos turtle, in mating season, pursnes a female until he ower
takes her, then stands on his hind legs and hurls himself at
her Fromn behind, spravin% a stream of fluid on her from both

nasstrils for us long as half an hour. Then mating occurs. The
box turtle shown here is visiting a strawberry patch,
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Kaceoons may weigh up to 35 pounds (154 kgl Their bady
fur is a pepper-and-salt mixture of black and white, They are
known for the black “bundit mask” over their eyes and for
their thick ringed tail (less than half the length of the bady),
on which _',.1'1](!'»15;]-“"1]'!;[: bands alternate with black.
Raceoons madnly are active at night. They tend to live where

10

r|'|4’,1}' oum Fn'mlv_;ul,l Fear Bl .|.|:'.r|.E| whremams o lnke shores. rﬂ'lP_';
will eat almost any p]unt or arimal matter tht‘}' can get,
ir||;']u{[ing insects, nots, and birds’ L well as food
garbage tfrom houses and restaurants. The three seen here
are m.iﬂin}; a household trash rfcr:pt—:-:!e.
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All of the many varictica of eicadas have membranous wnpe
(the front pair is twice as long as the back pair} and feed on
p1'.mf matter. Cicadas do not jump, as gmsshq‘.rpcni and erick-
ets do. Each species emits a different sound, ranging from a
loud buzz to a clacking noise. In July and August, thousands
of empty mymphal sking may be seen l]iil't,gﬁ'lg from trees

awfter the ;\\duh; cicadas have emerﬁyrﬂ arul fown A Some
species in eustern North America live as long as 17 years,
mastly below the surfuce of the earth, in a nymphal stage,
feeding on tree roots, The periodical ciculs emerges in a
given lovality ouly once in every 13 ta 17 years. In the box at
the lower right, a cicada pupa is shown underground.
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Hornworms are the larval stage of hawk moths. They feed Tomato hormworms or |||J|1I1F-:JL horworms are pests that
on Jeaves, Their name refers to the single borm found on the damage tomato, tobaceo, and potato crops, They are green
upper surface of their smooth body, just behind the head. and may be as long as 4 inches,
14
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Honey bees were brought to North America during the 17th
century. Their natural behavior 15 profitable te humans,

because they pollinate crops, as well as wildflowers. and they

produce honey, There are three types of honey bees, all of
which have compound eves, The male drones are the largest,
The sterile female worker bees are the smallest, The gueen
bwees [emch colony has mllj‘ one) has a lnng body, a large

14
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ahdomen, and small eves. Honey bees are social insects that
-.l-r:rl: 1-,:5'_:1_\{|.er B :n-.jj_r.'il::\in the ueem Faisse 1|||1i|'|’1,' a ]iFP'r[IH.n
that usually is two to three years, but may be as long as five.
New queen bees are horn once a vear, The first one kills the
others, and the old queen leaves the hive with a swarm of
'.1.'u|]'i.r:| hen;‘_ﬁ 11) [r_lrm i new (;ﬁr]un_'r. These bees arc at work on
i Nignsa Tase.
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The little brown bat, Myofis luctfugus. probably is the most
commion bat found in the United States and Canada, Many af
them live in buildings during the warm months, in climates
where the temperature varies greatly with the changing sea-
sons. In winter they hibernate in caves, living on stored body
fut. Attics and barns are popular roosting places for thess

bats. Sume will be fund living under roof shingles or behind
shutters, too. The caves preferred by these bats for hiberna-
tion have little air movement, stable temperatures above
frevsring, and high humidity. Most of the bats' body functions
are suspended or reduced to minimal levels, so that little
energy is consumed during the hibernatiom period.

17
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House sparrows, also known as English 5}1-'3””‘-7-‘5. WerE :
e in f,sﬂ'p_rr pearts o hemzes Thiy abso wAll fimr [1:454!\ Frvwen lemacs

brought to North America from the British isles. They have

thicker bills and shorter legs than sparrows native to North
America, In mating season, the male has gray feathers on the
crown of the head, ehestnut colar from the eyes to the nape
of the neck, white cheeks, and a black Bill and Lib, The two
pictured are cnjoying & birdbath. House sparrows are

16
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growing garden flowers, Along with starlings, house sparrows
prohub-]}' are the most numerous wild birds in the world.
They are among the many species that establish a “pecking
order,” These FPATTUWS 2I surrounded |“r d.il.:-r'lilieri.
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The whitefooted mouse likes to eat ‘il—"-E!dS, nuts, and insects
Tl‘""tr' l'nl.l'fl rrl'il'w Hre 'FF‘!I“HTIF Lot ﬂlﬂﬂm‘er 5EEJ'_I= rrr_n'n H f“rll'-.l-rl
blossom, Whitefooted mice, which usually live in wooded or
brushy areas, are active at night, They store seeds and nuts to
have food during the winter. The fur of the upper bady
ranges from 1).i.|]l:- brown to reddish brown; the bel v and fect
are white, Although whitefooted mice are classified as long-

14

tailed mice, the tail usnally is not as long as the head and body
together. Two to six young are born at a time, and a female
may have two to four litters a vear, Whitefooted mice are fair-
ly numerous. Populations of 4-12 per acre have been count
ed. They are found in most states except Florida and the
Docky Mountain and Pacilic coast states.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com


http://www.fineprint.com

Slugs are land mallusks with no shell. Two kinds that ane gar- From the sun during the day, as they need to keep their bod-
den peests ure Arion hortensis, which is yellowish-brown or ies cool and moist, At night and on miny or overcast days,

dark grav, and the large Limax maximus. which is light %ra}' they forage for food. These shugs are traversing moming glory
with ﬁ!rur:]': markings These garden shugs shelter themselves Aowers wod leaves,

15

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

Seven species of chickadees live in North America. Maost
widespread are black-capped chickadees (found mainly in
Hier morthern U5, states and in Canada), Carolina chickadess
{tonmd in the Scutheast), and mountain chickadees (found in
the Hocky Mountoin and northwestern states and in western
Canarla). Those three have a hlack Cap at:}p the head, white
cheeks, and a black bib on the throat. Mountain chickadees

alsnr have while hl‘:l.'l-'llrlll.ﬁ-'" Hisew Thee distinetives ehestont-
backed chickadee lives near the Pacific coast; the Siberian tit
{or gray-headed chickadee) is found in Alaska, They do not
migrate Lo warmer climates. Chickadees sat insects and spi-
ders that I:]u':r' find under lemves and bark, Males share in
bui!di::g the nest, sitting on the e, aml !l—L"l.‘{IIII]_'" the
nestlings. These chivkadees are at a white pine tree.

13
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Most rabhbit species have long ears, hind legs longer than not do much damage to crops or xtjzr’rahh: gardens. Some eat
their forelegs, soft fur, and a short, fuzay tail. The well-known grass in suburban backyards and bawms. The expression

image of irate My McCregor, harassed bv the daring Peter "hreed like a rabhit™ also is related to enttontails: they give
Habhbit, is based on fact: both ecastern eottontails and moun- hirth to three or four litters a year and, like most rabbits, Yru-
tain cottomtails consume considerahble fuantities af shruhs, uce at least 2 and as many as 8 young at a time, This rabhit
H:Ir[:ll'-lll pl:mh:. ane] w:HJ-lmHnn that Farm livestoek otheradse hias E1'.;1|I-:!~|] wneler a lilae hasle

would eat, However, the fact is that most rabbit species do

12
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Tiger swallowtails and western tiger swallowtails are com-
mon in the eastern and western United States, respectively,
and in Alaska and much of Canada. Both female and male
tiger swallowtails are beautiful and eye-catching in appear-
ance, They sip nectar from a variety of flowers. Twa other
tiger swallowtal]l epecies live in western Canada and the
United States. The butter{ly seen here on an impatiens plant

20

has the coloration shared by all male and some female Hger
swallowtails. Most of both wing surfaces is vellow. There are
hlack “tiger stripes” on the vellow, and vellmw and orange seg-
ments within the Black borders of the wings. Some females
have a very different coloration, The upper wing surfaces are
H:mll'. u:tz barder s.l-nl'-c H‘-}'I-'“[I'I.l.'_ lmh* Taluaee, smack Orange, and
a cloudy area of pale blue may be present on the hind wings,
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The common Emun is found in almost all areas of the Mid-Atlantic states. Grackles’ feathers scem black from a clis-

United States, except in west Texas and west of the Rocky tance, but males have a glassy purple tinge an the head, neck,
Mountains, They flock in fields, marshes, parks, and subuirbs, and breast. Those In New Englaml and west of the
Their call is a loud “chuck” sound The great-tailed grackle Appalachian mountains have a bronze sheen on the rest of
lives in tee Southwest, amd the boat-tailed E]‘hl’_’k_lf is found the l’md:r'. Females have a duller coloration. The grackles seen
Florids and a couple of ather small areas in the Southeast and here are hunting insects in tall lawn gras.

21
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The eastern ::h,ipmunk and the least chipmunk are com-
mon in the United States and Canada, The esstern chip-
||n|1'|L:, chiram ]'II‘H". lives as rﬁr west as Wisconsin. :\'-ﬂ'fﬂ'l ﬂm-l
South Dakota, and Nebraska, and in southeastern Canada.
The least chipmunk lives in the “Lh‘.']-!:r' Mountsin states and
much of Caneda. The stripes on its face are more prominent
than those of the eastermn f:jlipll'll-il'lk- Also, the least ‘-’-'hl-['-m“ﬂl'-'
is smaller, and its tail is about the same length as its head and

22

hody The stripes on its back and sides extend to the base of
the tail. The fur may be pale yellowish-gray or a tawmy gray,
with black and whitish stripes, Chipmunks dig burrows and
sometimes eat fruit and flower hlﬁhﬁ in orchards and gar-
dens. In northern areas, they hibernate during the winter.
The animals shown are gathering acorns to store as fomd. The
on in the haﬂl:_urnull[] hisis !\[llﬂ‘t its l:‘h(‘('ll.' '|'.\-|.ll.ll|'.']'ll: 3.
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Several ]mmmiughin} !iPEL'lI.[‘.H are seen insome southem LS
states al imes, bt nn]}-' |'u|1;i-'-l|1|mtm:| ]'lumming‘,hirﬂn are
found in the entire eastern half of the United States and in
southern Canada. They hover at 55-60 wingheats per second
Their diel is nectar and tiny insects, and the young are fed by
I'I_'i_;l.t:l”gihlt‘iﬂl'l.. Black-chinned ]1ummiu§bjrds live in the west,
from Texas to the Pacific coast. Ruby-throated humming-

birds have metallic green plimage on the upper body and
white below. Adult males have a bright red throat and a black
chin. Black-chinned males have a violet-colored band at the
base of the black throat. The two species’ [emales and young
resemble each other. This hummingbird is about to drink
nectar from a penstemon flower {alo known as beard-
tongue), which may be red, vellow, white, purple, or blue.

23
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A 10-inch-long earthworm may have as many as 150 body
'\sr-gl'r'n-*ll.lk. Thes msrsd o \:{wt'ir'\. of eardlvarrm in the
eastern United States is Lumbricus terrestris. These hrown
worms have a red Hnpe becanse their Blood earries red hemo-
globin pigment. Farthworms have oo eyes or ears, bot they
perceive differemces in light, and vibrations, They consume
c|e¢.‘.‘,1}'1ng [IL'I.HI‘ and anima miatter, ru.]c::in:.; in earth and |1¢=.H:[-u.-

24
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at the same time. Each worm takes in and excretes its own
urt'ip:hf in mowrishnent and eadh elements each r|.a_1, All
earthwaorms have both female and male reproductive organs,
but it takes two earthworms o reproduce, Many birds and
animals et earthworms. Humans use them as bait [or fish,
which gives them their other name, angleworms {“angling” is
another word for ﬂs]lhlg}.
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Millipedes (sometimes called “Uomsand-lepres”) do ot
pctually have a thousand I"‘E-ﬁ" but they may have as muny as

200 pairs of legs. The largest are about 11 inches long,
}rli[lilljr.*tlt:':{ boiess are divided into segments. Most species

have hard i‘.llr.l.tl.“.‘i on their backs, and TI'I-'i”'i.PI'_“{Il'j'.&i defend them-
sefves by exereting a toxic liquid or gas from glands on the
sitdes. of their bodies, Noromis americonus, a d-inch-lmg

black-and-red millipende, is common and easily spotted in
wooded arcas of the southcastom United Statea, Miilipudﬂ':i
eat decaving plant material, and may live inside their food—
for E-'!.'}IIIII!I'.}'. within a nHting lowe. Somne abso damage living
plants, including garden plants. This millipede is approaching
a manigold.
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Mockinghirds may have originated in North America
(Mextoo and northward), They live i the southeasten
United States and in Mexico all year, and some may b seen
as far north as New England, even in winter, Male mocking.
birds emit lond and varied songs, often imitating the songs
and calls of other species of birds. They attack intruders in
their feeding territory. About half the mockingbird’s diet is

26

insects and half s plant matter, but these hirds eat a lot more
insects Juring the spring and are manly “vegetarian™ in the
winter months, Mockingbirds build substantial nests, The
female does most of the constructon work. The egps ane
hluish-green, with reddish-brown hlotehes. Two or three
clutches of five ezgs each will be produced during a vear. This
bird is eating berries from wild rosehips plants
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pald-faced hornets lve in Jawos and mesdows and on the
edgzes of wonds throughout North America. They have short,
wide heads, and a pattern of white markings against the black
background of their faew, thome, and abdomen, and on the
first segment of their antennae. Mature hornets drink nectar
and fruit juices. The larvae eat insects that have been

Prcchrwrd by the adults, In epringtime female homets e
wood to a gray pulp from w ich they build small, hanging
nests. The nest is constructed of many layers of cells and has
an opening at the battom. Adults are very protective of the
nest and will sting any ereature that approaches it. This nest
is om a white oak Lree,

27
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The eastern bluehird and the western hluebird, known o
theiv choedul springtinee songs, seem to like to live near pro-
ple. A paler-colored subspecies of the eastern bluebird lives
at altitudes of about 7,500 feet, in Arizona’s mountains. These
bluchirds have sky-blue plumage above, white and chestnut-
eolored feathers below. They commaonly are seen in suburbs,
rural villages, and farm country Their nestss always are

enclosed: in a tree cavity, a woodpecker's abandoned hole, or
n hirdhowse medc‘d Y humans. Females do most mﬁﬂ

building work, but males share the task of incubating epps
ancl pather lood for newly hatched nestlings. Sometimes
hluchirds have to ﬁg]lt huuse EPArTows Or blHl‘T-ll'ii..S that try to
take over their nest. Bluebirds eat insects and berries. They
nsilly go south during cold weather,
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Ahcut 20 species in the long-homed carwig and common
earwig families are found in North America. Shiny. brown-
ish earwigs have slender, relatively flat hodies, with two long
antermae extending from the head and a large pair of pincers
at the end of the abdomes. Some earwigs have two pairs of
wings, but others are wingless, and few eurwips fly. Female

parwigs protect their eggs, which they lay in burrows, and
feed the hatched n_wnpﬂ until they can take care of them-
selves. Earwigs stay in dark places during the day. At night
they emerge to feed on plants, smaller insects, and arganic
waste. Barwips are not garden pests. though they sometimes
damage flower blossams, such as these zinnias.

29
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Monarch butterflies are lange (3 to 47 wingspan] and eol- anly butterflies that migrate in both the autumn and the
orful. The upper surface of the male’s wings is bright orange, spring, as many birds do—but no single butterfly’s lifespan
with black veins and borders dotted with white spots. The includes a roundtrip. In winter, monarchs cluster in
lower surfuee is @ paler yellow-orumge. Females lave a dark- California cvpress, encabyptus, and pine groves and in fir
er coloration. Monarchs are commonly seen in the northemn farests in the Sierra Madre mountains of Mexico, The inset
United States (except the Morthwest and Alaska) during Julv drawing shows the egg. E:lti'l'pi“ﬁf {white with hlaek and yel-
and August Then t e migrate sonthwrd. Monarehs anes the e ringes), and pupa. This butte I'ﬂ:r' is at a cluster of asters,

B i)
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Eastern gray squirrels, common along the southern border
of Canada and in the sastern United States as far west s the
Dakiotas, Nebraska, and Kansas, ane & o 10 inches ||:|ng. with
a bushy tail equally long. Their fur is gray above and whitish
helow, though in some areas “melanistic phase” indivicuals
with all-black fur are commnon. Gray squirrels often are seen
in suburhan areas and in city parks, These creatures spend a

ot of time in trees. They are most active in the morning and
this bt allernnon. A gray squirrel may live as long as 15
years. The squirrels seen here are building a nest. Three to
five voung are born 2t a thme, Western pray squirrels, which
are higger and have darker feet, are found in the forests of
the Pacific coast states.

31
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Rough harvester ants. which are reddish-hrown, are seen
in the southwestern United States, along with the smaller
Califormia harvester ant (from Texas to California) and the
larger red harvester ant (in Louisiana and the western states),
The rough harvester tends to live in cultivated fields and in
hare areas such as sandy patehes near roads. These ants are
4" by #° lomg. Theedr diet consists of seeds and grains, and they

32

can damage crops greatly by cutting down plants in large
araas, Worker antz, which #L:E ];mi_nrull hites anul \Eirl:u"\ ATE
winaless, but the larges [emales and smaller males both have
wings. The anthill’s nest entrance may be at ground level or
may be protected by a conical mound of small pehbles. The
yellowish-red  Califomia harvester ant does not damage

pla.'nt.'..
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Ladybugs, or |a::1}'hl|lg beatles, are called IE.d}"b]Fd beetles in
Great Britain, During the Middle Ages {n Eurupe, they were
named for “our Lady™ (the Virgin Mary) by devout Roman
Catholics in appreciation of their role in eating nrl]ids that
damaged grapevines. These noticeable small beetles, which
range in size fram about He' to X", are shiny red, orange, or
yellow with black markings, or black with red or vellow
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miarkinggs. During the winter, large numbers of ladybugs may
L femud windes fallen leaves or bark, Varous specics have 2,
3.7.9, 13, or even 15 spots, and the yellowish-red subspecies
called the Spotless "Nine-spﬂl‘ta:l" Laclybang has w0 spols, or
auly one black spot. The ege clusters of the nine-spotted
ladybug and those of the two-spotted ladybug are bright
vellow:,
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The cedar waxwing is primarily a fruit cater. bt snaps up
insects, too, This handsome, crested brown-and-gray bird has
o black “face mask”™ and a pale-vellow belly. Cedar waowings
are very soctable: usually one is not seen alone. One obsery-
er described the sounds E|:|.L"_'.-' often emit when in groups as
“hissing, rather hoarse whispers” that could not he theserilied
accurately as song. By contrast, the cedar waxwing’s call is a

34

high-pitched, trilling whistle, These binds consume large
amounts of berries and other fruits (they have been known to
binge on cherries, and to become intoxicated from cating
over-ripe, fermenting berries). They also eat vast quantities
of insecte, ineluding the iy larve of the destructive elm-
lesl beetle. These birds are clustered on a holly bush.
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The face and head of golden northern bumble bees are fomemned iy parts of the United States and Canada, and the
mostly black, but the thorax and abdomen segments of this American bumble bee lives throughout the United States and
hairy bee are vellow and black, for both females and males. in southern Canada. Adult bumble bees drink nectar from
These bees lve in open areas, including at roadsides and in flowers and eat honey at the hive. They may be seen flving
forest n:‘le-urings. in sewrthern Canada and in most of the United about from May thmugh Septr.-'m'lw.r. Larvae consurme hﬂl'll"_":'-'
States, except Flarida. The similar golden-orange bumble bee Bumble bees can sting a person many times, unlike honey
(orange-yellow in color] and the red-tailed bumble bee are bees, which lose thedr sting in the first attack.

35
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More than 175 species of skipper Bve in North America.
Skippers share some traite of th butterflies and moths.
They have large heads, thick badies, and short wings, Their
name describes their rapid, booncing fight patterns. Male
long-dash skippers have bright-vellow “dashes™ or bars of
color arramged in a crescent-shaped band on the tawoy
OTATIEE Upper surfaces of their wings, which have dull brown

36

borders. Females have a tawnier coloration. The undersur-
faces of the wings of both females and males are rusty gold in
color. Long-(la:i skippers live in wet meadows, in marshes,
and along streams, in southern Canada and in much of the
United States, as far sowth ax ‘l"-lll"'.L:’iJIiil in the east and
Colorado in the west.
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For thousands of vears crows ate com and other crops raised
Ly Nutive Americans. These lage, aggessive, jet-black birds
sHll plague farmers and gardeners, Bold and intelligent,
crows remain numerous in the eastern and central United
States, despite the enormous changes humans have made in
the environment, and despite peoples determined efforts to
drive them away or kill them, Crows are gregarious. One will

“stand guand” while a group eats, and flocks numbering fifty
thousand miay roost ml.;u:thcr. Crows are uscul h:.' eating
large insects mice, rats, snakes, and dead animals, but they
also comsmme much growing grain, and eat the eFFs and
nestlings of wild birds and farm poultry. The American erow,
the largest species, is common in most of the United States
and sub-Arctic Canada.

37
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Loy, pomwerful hind legs give erickets their jumFing power.
True crickets have broad bodies as much as 1% L, and
tapering antenmae. Males produce a rapid chirping sound
with the aid of an organ at the base of their forewings. The
cricket’s song is much more ]]i%]l—*}li.ll:‘h::t] than the grasshop-
pers. Field erickets range in color from a dark reddish brown
to black, Their antennae are longer than their body. They live

38

in undergrowth, throughout North America as far north as
Alaska, in weas Ut ave veillier very wel ow very diy. Theis
song consists of triple chirps. So-called Mormon erickets,
which are not true crickets, were a plague on the Mormon
pioneers’ first crops when they settled in Utah in 1848, but
California gulls arrived and ate the crickets, thus saving the
crops.
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Daring the summer, songful white-throated sparrows are
comman in Canada, near the northem border of the United
States, and in the mountains of New England, New York
State, and Pennsylvania. On the erown of the head, dark
stripes alternate with white or tan stripes. The front seetion
ol the eyebiow is bright yellow. White-throated sparrows

produce two broods of 4 or 3 nesthngs each, during that tme.
These sociable birds will gather at a favorite slecping spot,
such as an evergreen grove or hedge, at dusk. Most white-
throated sparrows migrate southward in late September,
going at least as far south as Ohio and as fur as Florida, but
some remain in New I:'.ngl:mﬂ throughout the winter,

ag
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Yellow jacket wasps can bo o painful nuisance when penple
eat ontdoors. Attracted by food and beverages, they 1|ih|>]t-
and sip what they find. Females sting repeatedly when they
perceive a threat—and a person with no hostile intentions
miay be attacked. Yellow jackets are common in meadows and
at the edges of wooded areas, throughoul Morth America,
They nest in the ground or in tree stumps or fallen tres

40

trunks. When not ssmpling human food. adults consume nee-
tar, and larvac are fed prechewed insects. In cold weather, all
yellow jackets except mated females die. Fastern and western
yellow jackets are very similar. The main varistion is that the
westorn species’ first antennae segments are yellow. Baoth
have black-and-yellow or Hlack-and-white heads and bodies,
and smarke-colored wings.
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Baltimore orioles (also called northern orioles, alomg with
Bullock’s oriales) are very handsome orange-and-black hirds.
Their soft nests, woven I‘J_'.' the females, h:mg near the H'[L‘i of
flexible tree branches, resembling open cloth sacks
Baltimore orioles, found east of the Rocky Mountains, from
Texas north into Canada, spend winters in southern Mexico
and in Central and South America. (Bullnek’s oroles, which

leavie white wing patches and different head coloring, live in
the west.) Oroles tend to make their homes in large oaks,
maples, and elms, bt also will choose large apple trees.
Males do not participate in nest-weaving or in incubating the
female’s four or five eges, but sing nearby while females are
thus occupied, After the eggs hatch, they goand the nest and
defend it if nevessary.

41
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The hlack-and-white dm__'( ker, the smallest
North American woodpecker, lives year-round from Alasks to
the Gulf Coast of the United States, Tn winter, these wood-
peckers will gather to feast on fresh suet provided for them
in backyard feeding stations. Their main diet, thongh, is
insect larvae and ants. They gather their food from beneath
the bark of trees and shrihs. After making a hole with a sharp

42

beak, the woodpecker retrieves food with a long, spear-point-
exl twngue. Tlese birds® four strong, mohile toes on coch foot
and their tail feathers, which have pointed, stiff tips, help
them remain in sitiom om vertical tree Lrunks WhiIIE: ham-
mering or chisn:‘ﬁ?ng holes with their beaks. Males loudly
“drill” a dead tree limb to challenge nvals and to artract
females during mating seasom,
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Index of Common Names

HICHT

ant, harvester
apple

apple blossom
apple tree

aster

hat, little brown
beard-tongue
beetle, Japanese
bluehird

bumble bee. golden northern
butterfly, monarch
cardinal, northern
cedar wanwing
chickadee
l'.hipmnnlr, FastErm
C‘hiillrll]lllﬁ_, leznst
cicada

cattontail (rabhit)
cricket

Crow

daylily

deer, Virginia
deer, whitetal
earthworm

:mrwig

fern

forsythia

grackle. common
holly

honey bee

hornet, bald-faced
hornworm
horsemushroom
]'ll:l.l‘nr.r].ingl’u'n], ruby-throsted
jml}ati':ll:i

Tactybag
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38, 40,
28,
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SERRE

PuEB8RhBal

lilac

mantis, praying
marigold
millipede
mockingbind
marming glory
mouse, whitefoot ;
oik, white
OPOSSUIT, COMITON
opossum, Virginia
ovicle, Ballimon:
l'lt':ll."il (S L{TRUE]
retunii

pine, white

rabhit

FRcC0an

rose

IS, TUZosa
rosehips, wild
skipper, long-dash
slug

snake, garter
sparrow, English
sparrow, house
sparrow, white-throated
spider, cross
spider, garden
squirrel, gray
strawherry
sunflinwer

sl lonwtail, ‘L‘igl:*.r
toxadd

tomato

turtle, box
woodpecker, downy
vellow jacket wasp
Zinnia
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