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INTRODUCTION

The Awixied was a besutiful vessel—a long. rakish topsail schooner built for
speed and mancuverability. A report in the Colwmbian Cenrinel. a
Massachusetts newspaper, contained a reference to the ship as a “long, low,
black schooner.” Her Baltimore builders might justly have been proud of her,
but for the faet that tn the year 1829 she flew the Spanish Nag and was engaged
in the shave trade. The importation of Alrican skives 1o the Caribbean islands
began in the eurly sixteenth century. By the end of the seventeenth centuny.
massive numbers of shiwes were being sent 1o sugar plantations in the
Caribbean. Slaves reached North America in 1619; the trude grew into the
hundreds of thousands in the mid-1750s, and later. the millions. by the Civil
War era. The beom in tobacco and cotton followed sugar, and plantation
owners sought ever-increasing numbers of workers,

The slave revalt that occurred aboard the Amistad was not the first. nor the
last, of s kind. However, most other such uprisings were savagely suppressed
by armed crew members: in the case of the Amiiscad the slaves overcame the
ships crow and killed the caprain. While atiempling to sail the ship back to
Africa and freedom. they come ashore on the coast of Long Island, where
they were imprisoned as mutineers and murderers.

Their cause was taken up hy outraged sbolitionists and religious groups (in
1737, the Society for the Abolition of the Sluve Trade was founded by
Anglicans and sapporied by Quakers). and they cventually had their day in
court in one of the most sensational cases of the nincteenth century, The
Alricans were defended in court by a former LS. president, John Quiney
Adams. They were eventually exonerated and granted their freedom. retum-
ing 1o Alrica to the jubilation of anti-slavery forces, The stave revolt aboard
the Amistad became a milestone along the road that led to the Civil War and
the eventual eradication of shvery in the United States
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African villagers captured by slavers, The staves who even- wooden yokes such as those shown here and marched 1o
tuilly eame to be aboard the Awivrad wene laken by raid- collection centers along the coast, They were then
ing parties, snached from thar villages or from the felds shipped to slave “Taciones” in the Mew World,

where they rased their crops. They were secured in crude
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A village in Mende country (now Sierra Leone), West Wendi or Mumdi] people. from the area that 1s now Sierra
Africa. Most of the slaves cartied aboard the dmnisrod Leone in West Africa. Here are conical huis of o tvpical
were poor farmers of the Mende [also rofermed (o s simaill Mende willage.

N
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The slave trnders. The slvers were Africans and Arabs their African captors. Girls and voung women were often
who ran the slave markers along the West Alrican coast, sald o Alcun buvers and sometimes Gilad the hoarems
knowT in hose divs as the Slave Coasi. Here we see Arab of local merchints and chicls

merchants hagelng over the purchase of female slaves from

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

European stave buyers. Scattered along the Shve Coast purchased for shipment io the New World, When o deal
were the foris buill by the Europeans 1o support the slave wais siruck, the shives were chaimed up in shve sheds to
trade: it was al ithese forts that the slave markers were awail shipment overseas. Here we sce Spanish buyers
situated. Mere sloves were inspeciod by merchants and inspecting newly capturcd Alricans for possible purchase
4
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Digpurture From Africa’s shores, Slaves wore chuned and ocurred just before the chamed group was doven down

dihivered 1o the Sive ‘\.hl':"l'-. i greups kravar s ool ||||_-:| Bl ks nned F'\.Ln.'l'- e mito e Bobl Tlere we sioe g slave
were then packed on bourd For the lonz, herd journey ship loaded with 1ts human caree feaving the Slave Coast
west, A skives last ghimpse of his or her homeland usilb for the pussage o Amenca

fi
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Esercising prisoners on the deck of the Amisrod. There
was a high death rate aboard the shwe ships, incheding des-
perate suicides The Afnicins did not know whers they were
bound. nor what thewr fate might be, Fever. infection, dys-
éntery, and discases such as smallpos gnd sourvy were

common oot surposing, considering the wretched
living conditions aboasd the slave ships In an cffon (o
feszen the death rate and mmprove the condition of their
carge of slaves, the orow brought small groups of shives
up o the deck cach day for exercise, us shown here,
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Inspecting rewly arrived slaves for sale, U'pon armval in
ke Caribbein islunds. slives were brought ashore. They
worne wirshed and [l exercised, and generally made 1o ook
s healihy us possible. with a view woward purchase, Buvers
in Afncs plinned 1o sell their cargo 10 Americian planters,

A

and the planters measted upoen a carclul mspection, Depicred
hege 15 A slave I_IEL-.".l".r[.‘u'ul'lf Inspection by prospective ]_'II.I‘I. %
for signe of disease. The Mende shives, traveling on the
schooner Teoond, landed al Cuba for sale 1o the shind's
Spanish planiers

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Nl ..___.:_._:_..._mn Az g powdpeidag sean dings s agpa | dingspaiau g, 0] gsaeds )
LRI S W i T T R R RS TR W LT LAY .r__”n_.__w.._.“._ SMEAED L) NI HErR”
IR NARE O J ol oo am QIMH PRI SR i) |

IS PaEe SdpeA S0l Siaaeaid Adq ik ) S POsR U3 SR
190 FQULIVI 2ETA N TR B0 A0A 3001 T G Sy ue aec) S ST )
0 s ARiEga ke A Ao s pute possds seq pmyg ses g

e
. oy 8 ] ==
P o SRR
- 7 “ ok
ot el g, . -
. ki =
= . -
= i gl = .
———— r— BN R L i - P
=a et : -
e | i
- - i ==
o | : S 18 B 5 oo g
| o * T ..r, B - T g .,..rr.rf.:.
L r . =
% B -
— [ = % , A . o -
- ) 5 -ﬂtw.. 7 - ||“
i [ _ i 1 il s = g IR
L i i Ifa ; _ o e g -
| P g [ il _ _r _ 1 et - .._.-.l
1. it okl
! T3
N T s . i -
pppvean ! = LT J ]
= | 4 ]
o = o
o £ 1y A FE #
SR OO A LY f i H : -
pip il 1 4 i N _ g ' | : L d
: AR (W R ik
i - ! i
= )
=
e
2 o
- . ¥
f i & i)
B % e | ’ 5 .._
i = '
] - oy & ¥ IJ-—
2 ]
1 L'} - et I.IJI,II = T
. :
._ ; _. = |
o N ) ‘——
;
. T. __ J 4 4
o f /
| P } i i 7
Ay | i I
H [ d’ [
i f r,
i _ 1
4 ! i
I
--_ [
w i .l---
; g L7 iy
e
__ ...1 k]

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

The slaves wre tramsferred fo the fovived. The Mende some ume They were purchassd by Doz Jose Rz, a
captives were paal ashore il Havanie, Cuba. They were given Spunish plnter, and brought aboard the Amisied for ship-
spanish nares (Singbe Pen became foscph Cingueed amd et o Rue's plantition

were presénted s skives who had been m Cuba for guite

I
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Fhe shaves are stowed in the hold, The Jowsrd carned a comst, Lere we see the shnes chained 1oweiher being
rbved carge of sloves and general frenght o Bues plania- stowed in the slup's hold
trorm, whichy was located a few davs sail down the Cuban
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The revalt of the Amfvad slaves. One of the lousead night. these men managred 1o {ree all the shmves of their fet-

slaves. Cingue  the son of & Mende villsee headman ters. They siealthily broke inso the bales of cargo in the hold
became the imprompio leader of thy Alncans o their and found a consymment of spgmar eine knves watl 32-inch
bonduge. He managed, in the darkness of the ships hold, to blades, ools meant 1o be used by the slaves for their work
free himeell and his companions of their channs. Working al| on the plantation,
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Having armed themselves the men coept our onto the
deck and atracked the sleeping crew members The sailors
ozt desperatcly until at by they launched a boat and Bed,
pulling toward the Cubun coast. The ships caplam, Ramon
Ferrer, was killed i the Sight. after Killing s of his attiek-
ers The shepscook was killed as well i1he cook was said to

———fe}—= :lu

v aluarmed the Mendes by pantomiming that they would
be cooked and calen at the vovages endl The sloves cap-
tured Jose Huis, the plantation ovmer who hed puncused the
slaves in Havana, and Pedro Monies, o parmer of Ruiz. Led
by g, the shaves were nos muasters of the ship,

13
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Cingue. | he Alnican most sememberod smong the bmiidod
mudineess wis Clagoe, the eldest sonof s villaee headman in
Memde His Africen same was Sengbe Pehe he was bom
around 1813, [n Afmca. acting for s Bsther, he had ked ihe
villape farmors inlo the Gelds ench day and ingpected then

work, Cmoue wars kednapped and 1aken by slisers (o the
consl, whare he wass sold 1o Pedro Blanco at the slave-tnsd-
mg islamd ol Lomboko, This porteait of Cingue i based on
a paanting Jdone from fife by Kathamel Jocelyn, o New
England armst who supporied the sbobliotst ciuse
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The shaves take command of the ship, Once hey wen ondy food o shaves hid been scant amounts of boiled sice,

free, the Africans seized the ships cargo, takng what they Aller ihe extreme deprivabion of the vovasd, they could cat
liked froen the bales of doth. kegs of rum, barrels of beol, a3 they pleased, drink rum, and drape themselvs in [ine
and other foodsmils meant for the ciplam and crew, Their prunied cloth, as they emjoved ther freedor on deck,

15
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The Spaniard steers by nbght, Cingue soon restored onder
on deck and took the helm in order to steer 1o the east,
toward Alnca, He ordered that the Spaminds. beld captive m
the hold. be brought up on deck. Pedro Montez was forced
o teach the Africans Bose 10 20 and ke in sl b the
Amistad, without a navgator, made little headway in
unpraciiced hands Monies secmetly planbed 10 bring the
shipto the Bahamas or a port m the southern LLE, where he
mighty have the shoves mnprisoned and <old a0 one of the

14

American slove markets Thus Montez steered by night
while Cingue shepl, toving o shape his course. The schooner
prudunlly became & derelict, ber tattered sails roming; 1he
Afmcuny grew more spprehensmve, hopmg agaimst hope that
they were saibing toward Atrica. A number of the Mendes
sivkenad and died as the food stores ran low. Finally, m
Aupusi, they made bindfall off the North Amcrcan coast on
1he east end of Long Iskand, Sew York
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The Amisrad is seized by the LS, “avy, Crosing slowly
aleng the Long Istand shorehing, the Alncans tried 1o nego-
tiate with focal people for Food and water. The Amisiod was

think what 1o do pexi—how to procure water and slones amd

I
!
b\
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L\
)

restmne their vovage to retumn o Alvicn, The 115 brig
Wavhmpgeron, surveyving the coasthine. encountered the vessel
and took possession of If, The capive Spannrds sought the
protection of the US gowermment, cluiming that the
Alrcans were mutineers, (hidves, and imurdersrs

[—|
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C:il'.l]l.I.‘ i Il.1.'.ll:i.l1 in chaims. Salors from the H;Jn.lljr.l?!_'l'-.ll,l valn -he would be esecuted for musder and the olher

comdined the Africans to the Areistad but took Cingue, ther Adfricans would be returned to skivery, The Amseod and her
teuder. uboard the brig and shuwekled him 1o the deck. Cingue human cango were impounded by the L8, Mino owadiing
now beligved that their struggle for frocdom had been in imsiructions from higher authoniy.

k]

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Professor Joslah Gibbs, Judpe Andrew Jodson. afier
bounding the W and hesonae testimony, freed Ruiz
and Momtez, He ordered tha the Mende Afrcins he tned in
a Coanmeetecun cournt for the crmes of murder and muting

The deciston was made that the Alncans of the . imfaad

woltld be rried in the stane of Connecticut i1 & court of law
lor the crimes of mptny and muerder, Soon newspaper od
ters i Bew Erplamd becanse mmerested, and the dmisnd
ciuge bepran 1o scheeve notoniets, The Afrcans wene bs

o Pogw Hinven, shere the il was 10 be heid. The plizhn ol
the prisogers oused much mierest i the abolitionst and
anti-divery societies of the LS. and the leaders of these
menvements docuded 10 teke the mitianve w (he delense of
the Almcans i court. Professor Josiah Gibts, shown here,
reithaed thal i order o present an ellective defense for the
Alricans inone of whom spoke any languzee other than
Mende), a transkator mast be found o present their words
Loy Bl SO

1%
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An interpreter is found, A Commuttes of Friends of the
Armisied was formed by members of the aholitionist com-
muniTy to represent the Adricans at the circun conrr af
Hartford. An nterpreter for the Africans was found by
Professor Gihbs on the New York waterfromt  James
Covew, o sailor, onginnfly from Mende country. wha spoke
both Mende and English, dow the drmisned Africans had

i

i

]
An ity e

friends and delenders. and a voace i court, The trinl was
now tramslerred to the Circuil Count ot Hartford,
Connccuweut, In September 1839, Judpe Smish Thompson
referred the case o the Distrier Coury, Judie Judson then
rufed that the Africone could be relessed on bail; the
detense, however, felt that this confirmed their status as
slaves, and the Alrcans insterd went back 1o prison
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The Public Green, “ew Huoven, Connecticut, 1840, In the Alrcans must be retumed to their homeland. The LS,
Tarwary 1540 the District Court iryving the Al Alngans poverimcal appealed, arguing thin the Afncans shoukd be
recomvened at Mew Hoven (alter gn sdpurnmenl revurmed to their lmatul owner, Don Jose Bue. Shoan here
Mavember 19395 Iu was here that Judge Judson rubed that 15 a view of the town of Mew Haven arownd 18440,
the Almcans enslaverment had sioksed Spanish s, and fho
1]
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The Comwectiont home of sy Aowsted Africans, Shown donuied dothing and began educating the Africans duning

here is the buikding m Farminaton. Conmectioul, that houssd thiir stay, Afher they won ther freedom, the Aneistod
miny of the prisoners during their tnal. Buab by sbolitionis Airins retimed to Farrmingion to recerve forther educstion
Austin F. Williama, it was the semporary bome for the male [rorm their supporiers

Amisied Alngcans, Farnungton supporiers of the Africans

bk ]
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John Quincy Adams, [ Octobor LRI, John Quiney Adams,
former TRS pressdent and o member of the House of
Representatives, agreed 1o argue the case of Lhe Amistad pris-
oncrs. Son of former US president John Adams John
Quiney Aduims agresd 1o arpue the cese for the Aneiud pris-
oners even thogh he hadnt practiced law for three decudes
I s ple befone the coun in Febreary 1841, Adams demon-
strated that the Afincuns hod been wronghy imprisoned for

over |8 months by the L5 government. The povernment.
he arpued, hied no right to decide the lite of the dmivnad
Alricans. who had been illegally ensbved (slavery was dllegal
uisther Spamish law), armiving on LS shones guite by acci-
dens On March 9, 1841, the 25 Supreme Court declured
thar the Mende prisoners were 10 be freed and returned to
Africa [Umined Srates v the Anisrack March 9. 1841]

P
LPY ]
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Some Vemnde Alricans from the Amaivrf, [ lore we see some
ol the Amdsrnd Africans their bhomesses derived  from
sheiches made from life ar the ume ol thiar il Fu-l-wa
wis i Mende from the wown of Mu-no: he had five Brothers
Ba had a wife and & ohild in Mende He was a rive plamter

™
-

Mar-gru

ang akeo ramod poals cows and sheep Ba-u was a tarmer
from Mende He hiad i wile and thiree children and bved an
the meer Wo-wi, Fa-san-na wiss bom at Tombutiu in Mende
coumtry, Mur-gru wiss o voung g from Mende who was
beken b slinvers in payment fora debt owed by ber ladher
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Jimtice Joseph Stary, One ol the justices of the Suprome the Supreme Court: the dnifsiod defendants had won thes
Court who presided over the vase of the dnsivied prisomers freedom and were Lo be retutied 10 Africa,
wis heeph Story On Murch 9, 134, e read the O O
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Mende Africans abowt o return home. |7 Sowember

home The Commuttee for the Avsisand Afrcans engaged o
smp, the Cenrfeunr. for the vovage The ship was hired
through fund-raising speaking tours by the Africans s now Sicrra Leone,

2
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arvanged By the Conmecticul abolitongsis A missionsry
1841, the Ambiad prisooces (inally were ready 10 retum group saibed with them, hoping to cstablsh o Cliristiun mis-

siont i Mende country, In January 1842, alter a rough voy-
age, the Cemrkngn anchored wt Frestowi. in the region that
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Homwe at lastt The Awmisied Afmcans found that lile had vy men. wormen, and children into the wibling husds of

been hard i Monde during the theee vears of thor absence the slave traders. Some of the mone Forlunate returness dis-
A batter war lought betwesn the Mendes amd (e neighbor- cowemod wives, parents and other [amily  folk who had
ing Timmanees hod destroved mamy villames and brought rieer Loughe b see them uemin-  n tearful reunions

- -
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Epiloguc, The Mendks Alnicuns of the Anusiod asssted the
white missionaries in establishing a Chnstian mission at
Bonthe in Mende country. Cinguoe, linding his home siltage
ciestroved and his family pone, left the mission (o hocome an
up-country trader. Mostof the Adresiod Mendcs, after wory-
ing for 4 wme at the mussion, retumned o mradinonal ways
and trbed 10 reestablish lives of their osm, Cingue becamce a
ruler in the Mende country, Heme we see Kali, one of the
Az caplves, as he appeared ss sn old man He
28

remanmed faithiiel to the mission and worked there wntil hes
death,

Their fates were varied in Imer fife, hut the Africans who
had been part of the revoll on the Aot scturned to Alrica
10 v as froe poople. The Amsred bersell was sold under g
couri-ordered process m Conmecticur i |80, soon |osing
her wdentity as a shine ship armid the bustle of a busy Mew
England shipping community.
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