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Around 440 B.c. the Athenian sculptor Pheidias began
working on a statue for the temphe of Zeus near the sing
of the ancent Olympic games i Olvmpia, aboul mineiy
miles wisd of Aihens, Like the statue of Athena he had
created lor the Parthenon, the stame of Zews was about
loay feet high (about iwice as high us 1he seated statue in
the Lincola Memonial—so large. Sirabo wrote, “that if
Zeus moved to stand up he would unroof the temple ™

Feuss skin was of ivory and his beard, hair, robe, and
sandals of gold. In his nghi hand he keld Mike, the god-
diezs of victory. and o his lefl a seepler with an cagle
perched on it The stutue is thouwght ro have been moved
1 Constantinople and destroved by fire in a.n. 462, In
Dlympaa ooly the temple’s falien columns and its foun-
dation remain. though fragments of the sculpture (show-
ing the lahors of Herakles}can be seen at the Louvre.
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When Mausolus—ihe king of Curia from 377 1o 353
B0 —dicd, his betoved wilk and sister. Queen Artemisia,
ordered a great womb built in Halicurnassus, on the
Acgean Sen in soulbwestern Turkey This Mausoleum,
compicted around 330 B, stood in & courtyard atop a
platform with stone warriors on horseback guarding each
corner. A staircase flanked by stong lions led to the lop of
the platform, The tomb itseli—about 140 feet high, with
o buse of about 120 by 100 feet  was covered with mar-
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ble. The towest third was o tapening block decorated wath
relief sculpture. The next third was fronted by thirty-six
columns with siatues between them. The upper third was
a stepped pyramid topped by a sculpiure of Mausolus
and Aremisig o a charior pulled by four horses. Afler
sisteen centuries, the Mausoleum was felled by an carth-
Quiske, wndd crusaders used its stones 1o build a castle. The
sculptures of Mausolus and Artemsin survived and are
om display at the British Museum in London,
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Around WM pc. the citizens of Rhodes. a Greek island in
the Acgedn Sea, began to build a giant statoe of the sun
god, Helios, in thanks for the ending of a long war, They
milted down bromeg from the war machines invaden had
lett behind for the exterior of the figure, and when it was
fimshed & dozen vears later, the colossus of Rhades was
about 120 feer high—approsimetely the height of the
Stutue of Libertv—and stood on a fiftv-foor pedestal. It
might hiave béen neur the harbor but certainly did not

L

span the harbor entrance with its legs (thowgh it 15 often
pectured thar wavh The giant figure was nude, wore a
spiked crown, held a cloak over s left arm, and shaded
ins eves from the rising sun with s nght band. Afier G-
% years, the colossus coliapsed in an earthquake, and
huge pieces of the figure by along the shore 1l the sev-
enth cenfury a.D., when Arabs who hed conguered
Rhodes sold the remzins as scrap metal,
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Tha lust of the six lost wonders of the world 1o disappear
was ke Hghthouse of Alexandria. which guided salors
inte rhe harbor of Alexandria, Egvpl, for 1500 veirs
before being toppled by carthguakes in Ao 1326, It was
ordered bailt by Poolermy 11 im 200 pc When 1t was com-
pleted some twenty vears later, it was one of the tallest
struciurgs on éartit—uboutl 400 feer high! An Arab trav-
eler in 1166 said the botmom section wds square and

sbout 180 feet high; the nest was octagonal, abont 90
feet high; and on 1op of that was a tweniv-four-foot-kigh
eylinder with a mirror at 1op that reflected sunlight dur-
ing the dav and a fire that gusded sailors an might, The bit-
te island it was on, Pharos, gave its name 1o the light-
house and became the word for fighthouse in many lan-
guages Visitors 1o Pharos were able (o buy food at the
ahservation platform al the top of the first level,
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The Mahatacans, a wribe of pre=Roman Arabs. took Petra
(Latin for "Rock ") us their capital around the fourth con-
tury BC. Located an the crossrcads of trade routes. this
impregnablc ¢ty in the sandsione cianvons of Wadi
Araba, Jordan, survived on services provided 1o traders,
and perhaps on taxes collecied from them. Shown here is
one of Petra’s largest and besi-known buildings  the so-
called Treasury, which is about 130 feet tall and 100 feet

12
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wide and which was carved directly into the pink sand-
stone clifl. When the Treasury was built and what its pur-
pose was, no one knows Some people think it was a
tomb, others think it was a temple, and still others think
it really was i treasury. The Nabatacans survived several
attempts o conguer (heir capial. 1is decling scems Lo
have come afer it was linally captured by the Romans in
Ay 106,



Thiry-five miles from modem-day Shirae, Tran, wus the
city of Puarsa (cilled Persepalis by the Greeks), founded
i the sixth century 8.c. by the kings of the first Persian
empire. The citv grewe under later kines, and its finess
maonuments, mcluding the Theone Tlall shown here also
called the “Hundred-Column Hall™) were commissioned
by Xeraes ica, 470 5.C.% The Throne Hall's cight stone
doorwavs are decorated with reliels and the northern

portice 1 fanked by two colosanl sione bulls. Iv 1s
belicved that the Throne Hall and the Gate of All
Manons that bed o it were used i Mew Yeuar’s celebra-
tions, when representatives of subjoct nutions presented
theeir annunl tribure to the Persian king. Persepolis con-
timsed to fourish Gl 33 8.0 when it was burned and
destroved by Alexander the Great,



Stonehenge is one of e mos fascinating of the wenders
of the world because we know so litile about it What
wits the purpose of this great circle of huge stones in
southern England? Who were the people who created i

14

How did they mumnge such u fenn? Screntists hive dis-
covered that construction was begun = 000 or more veurs
aga, and that it continued, in three separile phises, over
the next L0 o | 4080 vears. They have discovered that

-



some of the huge stones came from 240 miles oway in
Wales, and that some of the stones are alipned with the
summer solsboe sunrise and sunsed of the wmier solsticg,
But many of ihe questions surrounding Stonehenge {and

many other similor huge slone rings that exist in the
Umied Kingdom) are oocs that s il never be abie 1o
AMSWEr.
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Anghkor Wat, the magmficent temple 1o the Hindu god
Vishnu. was built in the twelfth century in what 15 now
Cambodia. when the ary of Angkor the capital of the
B hmer empire, wis af the height of its glorv. Concetved

20

by King Survavarman (1113 11500 as a son of mun-
mide mountam o cormespond to the universe of Hindu
cosmobogy, i consists of {ive towers representing the five
peaks of Mount Meru, the home of the gods and the
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center of the Hindu universe These live towers (the cen the towers, Angkor Wal took therty vears Lo build, covers
tral ane of which is 215 feet tall) are displaved on the almost a square mile (4,250 by 3,000 feeth, and s =ud 10
Cambodian flag A moat and three gallenies surrousd contain ds much stone as the Great Pyramid in Egvpt
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The great wall of Ching remains o construction feat unri-
villed in irs more than 2,500 years of exisience. Averaging
about thirry fect im height and fifteen m width, it stretch-
es more than 4,000 miles, across some of China’s mos
farbidding terraim, from the Korean mountaing 1o the
Ciohi desert, Parts of the wall were built in the seventh
century WO, by fewdal stares that wanted protection from
morthern invaders. But s real history began with the

34
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first Ohn emperor, who unified Chana g 220 8.0, He con

nected the old walls and extended them to more than
3,000 miles. The wall visible today was given s shupe in
the Ming dynasty { 1368~ 16444 —u project that took 20
veurs 1o compleie! The wall 15 made mostly of rocks and
packed carth, but the Ming builders gave it a fucing of
kiln-tired brick. They also added watchiowers and can-
nons for further prosection,
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The huge stone heads dottmg the shoreline of Faster
[sland fwhich its inhabitanis call “Rapu Nui™j=-n triun-
gle of volcamic rock m the South Pacific over 2,000 miles
from s closest neghbors, Tahit snd Chile  have puz-
afed wisitors since the first Curopeans arrived here on
Fasu:r day m 1722, There ure almost 900 heads (called

gt by the islanders). but only about & third o them
were ever erecied; abmaost 40 were left in the quarries,

et J ,;%’

.n*":— Avy B T "

and another 100 abandoned while being moved. They
avernge obout thirteen feel i height, but runge [rom
simaller than Four o0t 1o one tubandonsd in ke quarry
seventy=two fecl high, They are believed 1o have been cre-
ated between A 1400 amd (600, Then evervihing
stopped. The population grew too great (perhaps to
mete than 10000 people) for the small island, and the
social order dechined imtoe vl war dnd even cannibalism.

n
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The Leaning Tower of Pisa is famous [or one thing: it
beans And it hasn't fallen over—ryet. [ been leaning for
maore than cight hundred vears It was built as u bell
tower, The fics! stone was lad i 1173, but work was
halted o 1184, afier the thurd story was compleied,
because 10 was already clewr that one side of the [oundu-
non was sinking, causing the tower o begin to leun,

n

From 1275 1o 1284, another archatcet added three more
Roors. partially corrccnng the lean. The tower was final-
Iy completed. ot eight stories and a height of 185 fecl, in
[230  onlya third of the heteht onginally planned, The
leaning kept imcreasing till o few years ago. when the
tower was fnally stablized by sdding almos: a thousand
tons of lead 1o s north side,
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(WONDeRS OF the (UJorLD
Colaring BnaL

A. G. Smith

This collection of attractive illustrations invites coloring book fans of all ages to visit 27
man-made wonders of the world,

Included are finely detailed images of India's lovely Taj Mahal, the hanging gardens in
ancient Babylon, the Mayan temples of Tikal in Guatemala, the magnificent sanctuary ol
Abu Simbel in Egypt, England’s awesome Stonehenge, the colossus ol Rhodes, the pyra-
mids, the great wall of China, the leaning tower of Pisa, the stone heads of Easter [sland, the
great temple of Angkor Wat in Cambodia, and 16 other unforgettable examples of the
Indomitable ingenuity of humankind. An extensive caption accompanies each llustration.

Original Dover (2003) publication. 27 black-and-white illustrations, 6 color illustrations on
covers. Captions. 32pp. 8% x 11, Paperbound.

Free Dover Children’s Books and Activities Cataloy (58071-2) available upon request.

See every Dover book In print atl www.doverpublications.com
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