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1. The youthful Ulysses is wounded by a wild boar.

As a boy, Ulysses loved to roam the forests and rocky hills
of his native island Ithaca, ol the coast of Greece. As he
grew 1o mazhood, he became a skilled hunter and expert
archer. He used a special bow so difficult 1o draw that only
Ulysses himself could string and nock an arrow in the
powerful weapon, It was said that his marksmanship was
50 accurate that he could ceanly shoot an arrow through

the openings in twelve aligned axcheads.

One day, during a hunt for the dangerous wild boar that
lived on the wland. Ulvsses suffered a serious leg wound.
The wound eventually healed. thanks to the ministrations
of his faithful childhood nurse Eurveleia, but it left a
ragged scar above his knee. This mark would later figure in
the story of the adventures of Ulysses called the Odyssey,
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2. Ulysses and Penelope, King and Queen of Ithaca.

Ulysses grew up as the son of King Laertes and Queen
Anticleis. rulers of the island kingdom of Ithaca. When
Laertes grew too old and feeble to rule, Ulysses inherited
the thron

Secking his own wife and quesn, Ulysses traveled 1o
Sparta along with many other Greek kings 1o ask for the
hand of Helen, the most beautifel woman in Greece

Helen's father Tynd Iy chose King Menel

of Sparta to be Helen's husband. While in Sparta, how-
ever, Ulysses met Penelope, niece of Tyndareus, and fell in
lowe with her. retarned his affection and accepted his
hand in marriage. Ulysses and Penclope returned to
lthaca 1o rule as king and queen. Ulysses was overjoved
Penelope gave birth to a son, Telemachus,




3. Ulysses leaves for the Trojan War.

When Tyndareus chose Menelaus as Helen's husband (see
previous caption], there was great reseriiment and jealousy
among Helens other switors. Onc of these suitors was
Paris, prince of the city of Troy. In order to maintzin peace
among the suitors, Helen's father had each swear an oath.
If any one of them should take Helen away from
Menelaus, ull the others would unite aguins: the interloper,

Paris eventually broke his cath. abducting Helen and

bringing her back 1o Troy with him. As a result, King
Agamemnon declared war against the Trojans and called
upon the other Greek kings to uphold their oaths. The
kings agreed. und soon the Greek stutes had assembled a
greut fleet and army for the purpese of atiacking Troy.

Commanding a flotilla of twelve ships and 600 soldiers,
Ulysses prepared 1o depart, reluctantly bidding farewell to
his beloved Penelope and youny son Telemachus.



was Achilies. He was the son of Thetis. a sea nymph. As
an infant, Achilles was dipped into the River Siyx by his
maother in order to give him godlike imvulnerability. She
held him by the heel, making that spot his only weakness.

The Greeks and Trojans fought many battles on the
phains of Troy. As the years passed. the war became &

stalemate. Finally, Achilles killed the Trojun champion
Hector. Soon after that, Achilles himself was mortally
wounded in the heel by a poisoned arrow shot by Paris As
the war continued to drag on, a new plan was needed to
achieve a Greek victory. In the course of the conflict,
Ullysses had distinguished hrmselfl as a brave and resource-
ful warrior in numerous battles. Now, it was he that
devised the imgenious scheme that finally won the war.



5. Ulysses devises the plan for the Trojan Horse.

Ulysses came up with the idea ol constructing a giant
wooden horse capable of concealing Greek soldiers
inside. When the horse was ready, the Greeks rolied i,
during the night, onto the plain facing Troy. Then the
Greek fleet sailed a fiew miles down the coast, anchoring
in a remote cove.

The following morning, the Trojans discovered the
giant horse standing on the plain and the Greek camp
deserted. They decided that the Greeks had given up the
fight, left the horse as u gift for Athena, and then sailed
for their homeland. The delighted Trojans brought the

horse into the city and began a wild celebration. After
midoight, when the Trojan guards were drunk and
asleep, fifty Greek soldiers quictly descended from the
belly of the horse. Quickly killing the guards, they
opened the gates 10 the waiting Greek army that had
returned during the night,

Completely caught by surprise, the Trojans were casy
prey for the Greek warmiors, who killed the Trojan sol-
dicrs and captured their women and children as slaves.
“Then the Greeks burncd the great city, leaving only an
empty shell encircled by the huge walls,



6. Ulysses sails from Troy for Ithaca.

After ten years, the siege of Troy had finally ended. At his men ventured into the Mediterranean bound I‘al home,
last, Ulysses, the reluctant warrior, could return 1o his Unbel to them, many terrifying. tragic

istund kingdom of Ithaca end rejoin his beloved Penelope. lay ahead. Indeed, it would be another ten long vears
Sailing from Troy in a fleet of twelve ships, Ulysses and before Ulysses would see Penelope and Telemachus.



7. Ulysses and the Island of the Lotus Faters.

The fleet sailed west but was soon caught in a fierce storm
that blew them far off course Afer many davs, they
reached landfall at the Isiand of the Lotus Eaters Here
they encountered a group of friendly inhabitants who
offered some of the crew fruit from the lotus plant. This

fruit had a hypnotic druglike effect on the men, causing
them 1o lose all interest in returning home. Ulyvsses, real-
izng that his men would eventually be trapped in a
dreamlixe state by the lotus eaters, forced the befuddied
crew members back onto the ships and quickly set sail.



8. Llysses and the cyclops.

On their continuing vovage Ulvsses’ ship became separated
from the others in the fleet, and soon ran short of food and
water, Luckily. the ship reached an istand teeming with
sheep and goats. The crew quickly kad fresh meat roasting
on their fires. Ulysses and a dozen of his men venturad
inland 1o explore the island further.

Coming upon a cave, they found it empty save for a pile
of bones. While the men were inside, the light from the

cave mouth was suddenly biocked. Standing before them
was a giant one-eyed wikl man—Polyphemus the cyclops,
Son of Poseidon, god of the sea, and a nymph, he lived on
e island herding his flocks of sheep and goats. Angry
that ntruders hid eaten his ils und entered his abode,
Polyphemus rolled a giant rock i nt of the cave mouth,
sealing it tightly. Liiysses and his men were trapped!




. grabbed 1wo of the crew,
tore them to pieces and ate them, much to the horror of
the trapped Greeks. Ulysses racked his brains to devise &
plan that would allow him and his men to escape At first
he thought he might creep up on the monster as
Polyphemus lay sleeping and kill him with his sword. But
then the Greeks would be trapped forever in the cave. the
giant rock door far too heavy for them to move.

9. Ulysses and his men blind the cyclops.

Before long, the creature devoured two more of
Ulysses” men. In a stroke of good fortune, however, the
crew had brought a petent wine with them. They now
offered it to Polyphemus, wio soon became drowsy from
the elfects of the wine and fell asleep. Searching through
the cave, the Greeks found u stout shaft of olive wood.
They sharpened one end, hardened it in the fire, and
Jabbed the red-hot spear into the cyclops” single eye,




1. Ulysses and his men escape the cave of the cyclops.

Howling with pain and rage, the blinded cyclops scoured
the cave for the Greeks, but could not find them. The next
morning, letting his sheep out to pasture, the cyclops
rolled the giunt rock door parily open. As each animal
left the cave, Polyphemus felt its back, making sure no
Greek was riding atop a sheep. But clever Ulysses had
strapped each man to the belly of a sheep, tricking
Polyphemus, who felt only the backs of the animals as

they passed by, Finally, Ulysses imself escaped, holding
onto the thick weolly underbelly of the last sheep.

As the Greeks quickly set sail, Ulvsses called out 1o the
cyvclops, “To all who ask, tell them Ulysses has done this
o you.” In his pride. however. Ulysses unknowingly con-
tributed to the tragic events that lay ahead on his journey.
Polyphemus prayed to his father Poseidon to punish
Ulysses. and the sez god did just that.



11. Ulysses and the island of cannibals,

Before long, Ulvsses and his men rejoined the rest of the
Meet and continued their journey back 1o lthaca. After 2
time, the ships encountered another island with a sheliered
harbor ringed by high chiffs Eleven ships of the fleet
entered the cove and anchored, Because there was no more
room in the harbor, Ulysses” ship anchored just outside the
mouth of the inlet,

When several crewmen went ashore to ook for food and

water, they wandered into 4 village of giants. Withour
warning, Antiphates, king of the giants, grabbed several
men and began 1o eat them alive! Running for their lives,
Ulysses” men guickly boarded their ships, but the canni-
bals rained down huge rocks and spears on the trapped
vessels, All eleven ships were destroyed and their crews
killed. Only Ulysses and his crew survived, sailing away on
their ship that had been moored safely outside the harbor,



12, Ulysses and Circe.

Coatinuing to sail northwest, Ulysses” ship made landfall
on the island-home of Circe, the enchantress. Welcoming
Ulysses and his men, she had a feast prepared for them,
The hungry sailors greedily devoursd the food and drank
much wine, Soon they were behaving like a crude, drunken
mob. Offended by this behavior, which reminded her of
the actions of pigs, the enchantress used her magic to
transform the crewmen into those very animals,

Eventually Circe turned the men back inte human
beings, and she and Ulysses became lovers. After a vear
of living in peace and lusury, Ulysses knew in his heart
that he must return to his beloved Penelope, Circe also
realized that Ulysses had to leave and sadly bude him
farewell. Before he departed. she advised him 1o go 1o the
Land of the Dead and consult with the ghost of the
blind propizet Tiresias.




13. Ulysses and the sirens.

Circe had warned Ulysses that he would pass the Island

The slu.:gy worked and the ship sailed guickly past the

of the Sirens en his journey. These &
part woman and part bird, sang sweet songs that drew
sailors oward the island untl their ships crashed into
the dungerous rocks along the coast. As his ship neared
the sirens’ island, Ulysses instrucied his men to plug their
ears with beeswax so they couldn’t hear the sweet but
deadly singing. He also ordered his men to tie him
securely to the mast, and wld them that when the time
came, they were 1o resist his pleas to go toward the sirens.

and their deadly island.

After many days, Ulysses” ship reached the Land of
the Dead. Wandering among the [rightening spirits and
shades, he finally found the ghost of Tiresizs. The blind
propher warned Ulysses that the sea god Poseidon was
seeking revenge upon him for blinding his son
Polyphemus. Shaken by his visit to the underworld,
Ulvsses quickly se1 sail with his men.



14.-15. The Waorld of Ulysses.
Ower the years, many scholars and hist 18 have The fubled city of Troy itsell was Anally found o
tried to locate and wdentify the actual geographical have actually existed on the coast of modern, Tur-
locations mentioned in the Miad and the Odvaser. key. Discovered in 1870 by German a
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Heinrich Schliemann. and since excavated by many site. The map above shows one version of possible
other archacologists, the ruins revealed that Trov was lecations for the various adventures of Ulysses,
Jjust ene of nine cities that had existed on the same



16.-17. Ulysses encounters Scylla and Charybdis.

creature with six snake-hke keads filled with sharp teeth.
The beast could whip its heads out a1 lightning speed,
snatching and devouring sailors off ships sailing through
the channel. If a sh:p were to steer away from the monster

Among the dangers faced by Ulysses and his men on their
voyage back to Ithaca were the sea monster Scylla, and
the whirlpool Charybdis They guarded a narrow channel
of water through which the ship had 1o pass. Scylla was a



it then faced the whirlpool Charybdis, a boiling, churning however, disaster struck. Sailing close to the side of the
vortex of water able 1o suck any ship down into the ocean charnel near the sca monster in order 1o aveid the
depths, Ulvsses gave strict orders to the crew to be on the whirlpool. Ulysses lost six brave crewmen to the
lookout for these two threats. In spite of their caution, monster’s jaws before escaping back into the open sea.



18, Zeus destroys Ulysses' ship.

Ulysses had been warned by the ghost of Tiresias to
avoid the island of Heliog, the sun god. But after many
days at sea, the hungry crew persuaded their captain 10
land on the d for rest, food, and water. Ulysses
strictly forbade his men from slaughtering and cating any
of the sun god's sacred cattle grazirg on the island.
Urnforiunately, the sturving crew could not resist, killing

and roasting several of the sacred creatures. Furious that
his cattle had been eaten, Helios called on Zeus to pur-
ish Ulysses and his men for their offense. In response,
Zeus sent p ful ligh bols that sh A Ulysses”
ship. The only survivor was Ulysses himself, left floating
in the open sea on a piece of wooden wreckage.




.

19. Penelope and her suitors,

All during the years of the Trojan War and Ulysses” long
Journey home, his faithful and loving wife Penelope
awaited his return. Some of the noblemen of the king-
dom, however, were convinced that Ulysses was dead and
that Penclope should marry one of them, These aggres-
sive suitors besieged her with demands 1o choose a new
hushand who would then claim the throne of Ithaca.

They finally moved into the royal palace, eanng, drink-
ing, and abusing Penelope’s dignity and honor. They also
plotted the murder of Ulysses’ son Telemachus, now 4
young man. Penelope was in 2 desperate situation, but
with a cleverness worthy of Ulysses himself, she formu-
lared a plan 1o keep her suitors at bay.




20, Penelope outwits her belligerent suitors.

In response to the demands of her suitors that she
chooss a new husband, Penelope agreed 1o make a deci-
sion after she completed weaving the shroud (burial
clothy of old King Laertes, who was close to death.
During the day she worked on the weaving, but at night,
she secretly unraveled most of the day’s work. In this way
she was able to delay her decision for three more years as

the suitors waited for her to finish the last stitch. Finally,
she was betrayed by one of her maids, who told the
suitors of her deception. Angry and hostile, they con-
fronted Penelope and insisted she make a decision.
Unbeknownst to her and them, however, Ulysses was
slowly making his way ever closer to Ithaca.



21. Ulysses on the island of Calypso.

After his ship and crew were destraoyed by Zeus, Ulysses
eventually washed ashore oo a lush island, home of the
nymph Calypso. Calypso nursed and cared for Ulvsses,
and the two grew very fond of each other. In fact,
Ulysses stayed with Calypso for several yeurs. But finally
the pull of Penclopes love and his homesickness for
Tihaca became too grear Ulysses wanted 1o leave the

island, much 1o the dismay of Calypso, whe forbade him
to build a raft. The goddess Athena, however, Ulysses’
guide and protector, ook pity on him and sent Hermes,
messenger of the gods. to persuade Calypso to let
Ulvsses leave. Reluctantly, Calypso relented. She watched
as Ulysses built o raft, and sadly bade him larewell,




22. Poseidon destroys the raft of Ulysses.
erful that they smashed Ulysses” raft. Clinging to a pisce

Ulysses sailed for seventeen days on his handbuilt raft.
On the eighteenth day, running low on food and water, he
was fortunate 1o sight land in the distance. But cruel
Poseidon saw an opportunity 1o take revenge on Ulysses.
He calied up a great storm with waves so high and pow-

of his shattered vessel, the Greek w r mustered all his
remaining strength and determination and swam toward
the distant shore.



23, Ulysses meets Princess Nausicaa and King Alcinous.

Ulysses finally washed ashore on the beach, exhausted,
covered in seaweed and wooden wreckage. In the dis-
tance, some voung women were playing ball. Their
leader, Princess Nausicaz of Phaeacia, approached the
haif-drowned stranger.

Ulysses told her of all the dangers and travails he had
endured on his journey. Taking pity on him, Nausicaa

brought Ulysses to the roval palace, fed and clothed him,
and presented him te her father, King Alcinous
Impressed by the tale of Ulysses' odyssey, the king
ordered 2 ship and ity rowers 1o transport the hero back
1o his homeland. Anchoring at night in one of the bays
of Ithaca, the rowers carried the sleeping Ulysses ashore,
gently placing him on the beach.



24. Ulysses is disguised by the goddess Athena.

When Ulysses awoke he was disoriented and confused.
‘Walking inland, he encountered an aged shepherd, who
was suddenly transformed into the beautiful goddess
Athena. She told him that he was finally home but that his
throne, his wife Penelope, and his son Telemachus were in
danger from the gueen’s belligerent suitors

T help Ulysses recover his kingdors and avenge the dis-
respect siown to Penelope, Athena magically changed his
appearunce to thit of & withered old beggar. Disguised, he

ould be better able to form a plan 1o save Peaelope and
]! chus. Ulysses then a young man who
asked him where he had come from. At that moment
Athena whispered in Ulysses' ear. “This is Telemachus,
your son, now grown into a young man.” Weeping with
happiness, Ulysses revealed 1o Telemachus thut he was
none other than his father, finally reterned after 2 twenty-
year odyssey. Father and son embraced joyfully, then began
to plan their revenge.

w
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25, Ulysses arrives at his palace.

Ulysses reached his palace stll disguised as a beggar.
Although the suitors, gathered in the great hall for a
feast, insulted and derided him, Penelope took pity on
the old man clothed in rags. She ordered her servani,
Eurycleia, to bathe his feet and give him some food and
wine. Eurycleia had been Ulysses' nursemaid when he

was an infant and young boy and loved him dearly. As
she began o bathe his feet she noticed the telitale scar
above Ulysses' knee and immediately knew he had
returned in disguise. Seeing signs of recognition in her
face, Ulysses cautioned Eurycleia 1o keep silent about his
true identity until his plan was ready.




26,-27. Ulysses reveals himself.

Ar the feast. Penelopes suitors demanded she finally The angry suitors protested 1o Penelope that the test
choose one of them as her new husband. She replied that was unfair and that she should choose 4 husband by
she would marry whoever could string Ulysses” mighty some other means. Before she could answer, the old beg-
bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axeheads set up gar stood up and quietly asked il he could try o string
in the hall. One by one, the suitors wrestled with the pow- the bow. The suitors laughed and jeered at the old man,

erful bow but failed 1o bend and string it. but Penelope gave her permission to the ragged stranger.



At first, the begpar struggled with the bow, seemingly “The contest is over, now begins the dancing!” shouted
unable to accomplish the feat, but suddenly he bent and Ulysses. This was the signal for he and Telemachus to
strung the weapon with ease. Quickly nocking an arrow, begin the battle with the suitors As the conflict was
he shot it cleanly through all twelve uxeheads. As the Jjoined, Ulysses took his revenge, sending armows from his
suitors stared in disbelief, the beggar was revealed by bow 1o their targets with lightning speed and accuracy.
Athena as none other than Ulysses.
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28, Ulysses and Telemachus battle Penelope’s suitors.

First with arrows and spears. then with swords and daggers,
Ulysses and Telemachus fought the battle in the great hall,
Enraged by the sutors” abuse of his queen sses killed
one after unother. Soon the great hall was awash in blood
and strewn with the bodies of Penelope’s tormentors.
Euryeleia ran to tell her mistress of the return of Ulysses
and his revenge on her behalf. Stunned, Penclope entered

the and locked at Ulysses, now resting upen his
throne. At first, she was not sure it was her beloved hus-
band—gone for so many vears, but now sitting before her.
To reassure her, Ulysses spoke 1o her of the bed he had
carved for them from a living olive tree twenty long years
ago. No one else knew of the bed. All doubt was erased as
hushand and wife rushed to embrace one another.




29, Arhena makes peace on [thaca.

Peace in Ulysses’ kingdom was not yet at hand, however.
The relatives of Penclope’s suitors had armed themselves

and were approaching the palace, driven by thoughts of

revenge for the suitors” deaths Ulysses, Telemachus, and
the servants of the household gathered weapons to meet
the angry mob. As they were about to clash, the goddess
Athena appeared, bathed in a golden light. “Drop your
weapons, there has been enough killing!™ she cried

them. In awe of the great goddess, both sides agreed 1o
make peace.

As a result, Ulysses and his beloved Penelope were able
o lve out the rest of their lives in serenity content-
ment. Centuries later, the story of the great Trojan War
and Ulysses' remaricable odyssey back 10 his homeland
were immortalized by Homer, and became part of the
myth and legend of Wesiern civilization.




